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I Incroduccion

The Irish countryside 1s unique
in Europe in the number of
upstanding ancient
monuments that survive from
past ages. These range from
6,000-year-old megalithic
tombs to carthen ringforts, of
carly medicval dae, to castles,
churches and other buildings
of more recent dare. They are a
wonderful link to the past and
are to be found in almost every
townland in the country.
Often a monument has given
its name to the wwnland and
many are imbued with local
history and tradition. They are
important features i
cultural landscape and when a
moni is destroyed part of
our history and identity i
destroyed with
legacy from the past 1
something we should all serive
to understand, cherish and
protect.

the

The emphasis in this
exhibition is on monuments
likely to be found on farmland
d in private ownership
around the country rather th

on National Monuments in
SEALe care.

All photagraphs by Con Brogan,
Sensar Photographer,
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T esearh ma hEireann éagsi
gach dit edle san Eorip na
leis an méid séadchombarthai

seasta dras @ mbaiveann &
aviseannd atd imishe tharainn.
Inat mease td toawal
meigiliotacha atd 6,000 bliain
e aors agus rdthanna cré a
Dbhaineann lers ma
mednaoiseanna, caisledin, séipéil
agus foirgimi eile nach bhfieil
chamly sean céanna. s ceangal
dontach fad leis an am a
chuuaigh hare agus 1d siad le fifl
i mbeagnach gach baile fearainn
sa tir. Go minic, bionn bailte
fearainn ainmithe as
saelchombarthal agus biown go
leor de ma séadehombarchaf fire
fuaite sa stair agus sna
traidisitiin ditiila. Is gnéithe
sdbhachtacha iad sa tivdlreach
culrsirtha agns naair a didamtar
séaddchombartha a serios,
déantar scrios ar chuid didv sar
agus ddr blyfeinitilachs freisin. Is
aidbreach Inachmbar sad dn
ain atd caite agus ni mér diinn
go féir dr nedicheall a diéanamh
fad a chuiscint, @ chiombdach
agus @ chosaint,

Sa taispedntas seo cuirtear béim
ar shéadchontharshaf atd ar — »
thalaml feirneacha agus ag
stinéird priobbiidencha ar fiud
na tire, seachas
Cio bt
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Heritage and Local Government
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2 (Megalichic Comds

The oldest archacological
monuments m Ireland are
megalithic (large-stone) tombs,
in which the remains of our
remote ancestors were buried
rogether with pottery and

iems of flint, stone and bone.
There are four main classes of
megalithic tombs bur the
oldest two, dating mainly from
<. 4000 o 3000 BC, are the
portal tombs and the court
tombs, Portal tombs have been

so named because two tall
portal stones flanked the
entrance o the chamber.

Court tombs derive the
from an open court in front of
the tomb entrance. These
tombs were normally covered
by long cairns (mounds} of
stone and are mostly confined
1o the northern half of the
country.

Some cosert combs fave a conrral operr
court with burial chambers opening off
the sarrote ends as fiere ar Dieer Fark ar

Maghersghonrueh, Co. Sligo, The loose
stenes of the long cairn Iurve been
robbed in this case, laving only the
Larger seresunil 1t
rectangular buri

Poreal rombs, with their Lenge
capitones, can be very sriking, libe this
exaniple az Kifeloowey More, Co.
Downeg

Is swamal meigilioracha (clocha
mdri) fad na séadehombarthal
seandilatochia is sine in Eirinm,
Chuired fontu taisi dr sinsear i
Disfiael amach m éineacht le
potaireacht agns rudal déanta as
cloch thine, cloch agus endmba.
T cxithre phriombehined!

retctnnal rsanach agus tuani
cttiree fad an dd ehinedl is sine.
Bameann siad go priomba leis
an tréimbse c. 4000-3000 RC.
Tivanal wrsanacha a thigrar
orthu mar gheatl ar an dd
chloch arda ursanacha @ bhiouwn
ar dbd thaobl an bhealai
istedch chin an tseomra.

Tid twamaf ciiirte ainnnithe as
an geiirt sicailte chun tosaigh
ar bhealach iseach an taama.
Die ghoith bbiodh na

tuamaf sea chidaithe le

carrn fhads de chlocha agns

1 siad le fiil go mir mhér

& thuaidh.

Some of our best-known
megalithic tombs are passage
rombs such as Newgrange and
these often remain fully buried
bencath circular cairns of
stones, with a passage leading
to the bural chamber. They
are found often on hilltops and
generally occur i
known as cemer
the oldest surve

g forms of
art or decoraton i Ireland 15
found on structural stones 1n
some of these tombs, which
date from around 3500-2500
BC.

Wedge tombs get their name
from the fact that the chamber
is frequently wedge-shaped in
both plan and profile.
Excavation has shown that
these tombs date from the
ransition period berween the
Stone Age and the Bronze A
in Ireland (2500-2000 BC)

This wedlge tomb ar Al €
illuserates well ohe wr
monements. The
this case is derived fro
seferned to im she past ay an altar,

2 the pomb,

Ticw passage sonbs frow the cemetery
an che Brickiieve

s enamai pasdaste sad el de
nat twamal neegiliotacha i
cliiief did bbfuil agamn, i na
Béinne is ea ceann acw agus go
minic, bionn siad curcha go
hiowlin faoi chairn chiorclacha
de chlocha agus bionn pasiiste
ann ehuisg an seomra adblaetha.
s minic a blionn siad suite ar
bharr enoc agus go ginearilta
bionn siad tégeha i ngripal ar a
drngtar reiligh. Bfons ceann de
sa foirmeacha ealafne né
maisithe is sine in Eirinn atd
ragtha slin le fiil ar chloche
strachedrtha § geaed de na
swarnai seo. Baseann siad le
3500-2500 RC né nar sin.

Tid taamal dinge ainmnithe as
an geruth dinge a bhionn

ar an scomra & thaobly

plean agns proifile de arson.
Tid levithe ag obarr

thochailte go nibaineann na
treamaf seo leis an iréimbse
athraithe idir an Chlochasis
agus an Chré-Unmibaois in
Eirim (2500-2000 RC).

A barrow 15 a bunal mound
and these were constructed
andfor used at different times
berween the Neolithic and the
Iron Age. Many had a duch
external bank around
them and these are known as

ningbarrows. In some cases the
area enclosed is flat or only
hily raised. The burials
within them can be cither
cremated or unburnt and are
found in cists (box-like
constructions formed of stone
flags) or pits beneath or within
the mound.

Cist burials can also be found
Ividuall;
cemeteries withour any mound
or enclosing element and often
contain pettery vessels dating
from the Early Bronze Age.

s or in small

ith the capssene removed to
The remains of a crosched
brurial can be seew within the cist.

sl s thhis
example ar Cooga, Co. Tipperary,
conld be difficult to recognice in long
fiy imsposible to spot
el if they have been

Small ringbarrous

grarss anal
from

p

the gros
sghed oven

1s éard and i geeist le barra nd
carn adblaceha agus thdgral a
leithésd agusind bbainif dsdid
astue ag anvanta difrisila wdiv an
Avis Neoiliotach agus an Avis
Tarainn, Bhiodl diog agus bane
eré eachmach thart ar chuid
mbdr acw. Barraf fiinneacha a
thugtar arthu. 1 gedsanna
dirithe td a talamb atd
simpeatlaithe cothron né
ardaithe beagdinin. D fhéadfadl
gur taisf créamtha né
meanthdhdite atd enrtha iont
agns bionn siad  geisei (rudal
coutiil le boscal déanta as
leacacha eloiche) né i bpoill thios
faoi né taobh istigh den charn.

Bionn adhlacehaf cisti le feicedil
in m-aonar né i reiligi beaga
gan aon charn né qon rud eile
timpeal] orthu agus go mine
bionn soithi potaddireachia
sontne én gCré-Unnbaois Luath.




5 Scanding scone

and stone CiRe

6 Scone R

and rock ar

0
o me R carchwork

and roadways

Single standing stones were
erected for different purposes
at different nmes in the pasr.
Some marked burials; others
marked boundanes or served
some commemorative or ritual
function. Some standing stones
have Ogham inscriptions
dating from the fourth to the
seventh centuries AD, which
memorare individuals of
time. Ogham 15 an
alphaber formed of strokes
carved on the edge of a stone
and these inscriptions are the
oldest record of the Irish
language.

Stone circles of five or more
upnght stoncs, found in
certain parts of the country,
were used for ritual andfor
burial purposes, and were
sometimes aligned on
important astronomical events
and date from the Bronze Age.

A stone circle ar Baly Co. Cark.

Tégaelh clocha seasta singil ar
clniiseanna éagsiila ag amanta
difrisila san an atd caite.
Combarthal adllacthal a bbi i
gewid acw, Wirigh cnn eile
teorainneacha né bhiodl fesdlim
chomériha agus dbeasghndch ag
baint leo. Td Ogharn greanta ar
chuid de na elocha seasta a
bhasneann leis an tréimbse idir
an ceathrii agus an seachis haois
AD, agus comérann siad daoine
dirithe dn trétmbe sin. s aibitir
£ Ogham de linte greanta in
inseall eloiche agus 15 rad na
scriblitni seo an taifead o sine
den Gheilge.

Tid ciorcail chloiche le edig
chloch sheasta né nios nd le fiil
F peesatar drithe i
Bhainf sisdiid asese do
chitiseanna deasghudcha agusing
adblactha. Amanta dbéantai
i a ailfnisi ag dedidf
wibhachtacha réaleolaiocha ags
baincann siad leis an gCré-
Unmbaofs.

Standing stones can also be
found mn pairs or in rows of
three or more closely
stones. These latrer are often
aligned on a point such as a
gap in the hills where the sun
OF MOON Fises OF 5Ct5 at
important points in the year.
Stone rows, like the stone
circles, were used for

er

ceremomial purposes during
the Bronze Age.

Certain carth-fast boulders or
outcrops of rock in some parts
of the country were carved
with cup-and-circle motifs,
concentric circles and other
designs, Not being part of a
buile structure, these are
difficult to date and while they
were formerly believed to
belong o the Bronze Age,
arguments for a Neolithic date
have more recently been put
forward.

Rock are on a boulder

Graldff

Upper, Ca. Kerry. (Phoso: €.

This sone row ar Manghanasilly. Co.
Cork, contains five stones and was
covstrucied areund 1500 BC

Bionn péiri cloch né sraitheanna
de thri chioch nd nios md le
Seicedil ina seasamb an-ghar di
chéile. Is minic a bhionn na
sraitheanma ailiniche in dit
cassiil le bearna sna cnoic mar a
fonn nd mar a didann an

-6
ghrian ué an ghealach fof ag
amanta tdbhachtacha sa
Bibliain. Cossiil le ciorcail chioch,
bhain feichm dheasghnich as
sraitheanma cloch § rith na Cré-
Ulmihaorse.

1 geeamtair dirithe sa tiy, bionn
dearadh eupdrm-agus-ciorcarl,
ciorcail chomblirnacha agus
dearthai eile le feiceiil greama i
midldin atd sdinnithe s ralamb
mé i bhfreagairti carraigeacha.
As ssocair sach blifsed siad mar
chuid de struchuir tdgiha, bionn
# deacair diita @ liea lea.
Mbeaseai gur bhain svad leis an
£Cré-Unmbaos ach od argdined &
gour chun tosaigh le déanal @
cheanglaonn lers an Aois
Neviliotach rad.

Also known as burnt mounds
or ancient cooking places,
these small grassed-over
mounds of fire-cracked stones
a
countics. They are usually
found in boggy land or close
to a water supply. When
excavared, a pit lined
wattle, timber or stone is
usually found, in which water
was heaved by rolling in hot
stones from a nearby fire. Mear
could have been cooked in the
boiling water and the mound
was formed of shattered stones
shovelled from the pir after
each use. There is also some

'CrY COMMON in some

evidence that these sites were
used for bathing in ancient
times.

The drawing belowe ihows @ Fula
Fra being excavated with the mound

A fulachs fia close to a streans at
Rathlogtm, Co. Kilkenny. This

eacmupli af a crestemt-shaped mowun,

Cairn dhdite né diteanna drsa
cdeaireachta is ea iad seo. Tii na
cairn bleaga seo de chlocha ard
scoille ag tine an-choisianta i
geontaetha dirthe. Bionn siad
cliidaithe le fear. De ghnith,
Dfonn siad le f3il ar thalamh
portaigh né congarach do
sholdthar wisce. Nuair a
thochlaftear fad, tagtar ar phofl
linithe le caolach, adhmad nd
cloch de ghudth. Rinneadh wisce
a théamly sws 17§ clocha teo &
thine gar dé a chur isteach ann.
Difvéadfal gur cociladh feail san
wisce bruite. Dhéantal an carn
trf elocha briste a ghlacadl dn
bpoll gach wair a Bhainf sisdid
as. Td roinnt franaise ann freisin
go mbaine sisdid as na
séacchomtharthaf seo mar
fholcadidin i aoiseanna

Linear earthworks are ancient
hen banks that can be
traced sometimes for miles
across the cou
have names, remimiscent of
legends, such as the Black Pig's
Race or the Claidhe Dubh,
They appear to have formed
territorial boundaries and/or
impediments to catte raiding
Some date from the Tron Age.

yside and

Ancient roadways or trackways

are most often found where
they crossed bogs and
consisted of umbers or
branches laid down to give a
firm footing. The bog in time
enveloped and preserved the
umber and the preserved
remains of these bog roads or
toghers, dating from the Stone

e Black Pig's Race around the
roumband of ¥

Longford.

Js baine chré drea iad
eréthigiluacha lineacha. Amanta
bionn a rian le fefcedil ag
sineadh na milee trasna na
tnaithe. Blowmn siad ainmuithe as
[finscéalta cosiil fe Ris ma Muice
Duible nd Clasdhe Dubh. Is

castiel guer lirigh siad

Age up o the s h
century, are frequently found
during turf cul

At Corles
formed of

during peat har

Co. Longfind, a rou

ive ok bean

e
dendrochronology (tree-ring dating) o
148 BC. A section of she road is

preserved in o cemire an the g

(Phovo: B. Raffery)

7 ha diiichi agnsnd go
sl siwd mar chose ar
chreachaddireache bherthioch.
Baueann cuie acw leis an Aois
Larainn.

s minice a bhbfonn bithair né
cosdin drsa le fGH nar ar
thrasmaigh siad portaigh. Bhi
siael combehéanca d'adbimad né
crtobbacha a churtd sios chun
an talamh fiwoi chois a
dldanamby nfes daingne. Le
Trimeache aimsire, chlidaigh an
portach an t-adbad agus
chaonbmaigh 1¢ ¢ agns go minic
air @ bhitear ag baint méwa,
tagrar ar warsmal caombmaithe
na mbdthar portatglh nd na
drichar, a blvineann lers an
gClachanis suas go dri an seachu
haois déag.

Hillforts are a relatvely rare
feature in the Irish
countryside. They can have a
single rampart or a number of
ramparts, which can consist of
cither stone or carth,
surrounding the top of a hill.
Where a ditch 15 present it is
outside the bank. Excavation
has shown thar many were
originally constructed in the
Late Bronze Age (c. 1000 BC)
They were clearly for

ather than family
use and while they could have
served a defensive purpose, the
ndications are that they were

The hilffirt ar Ratlgall, Co. Wicklow,
cloifamg namparts of
carth, The fnerma

fas a mumber of en

tome some

emclossire i o medieval addivion to the

Late Bronze Age b

fors.

Ti divin chnowe réassinia
hchoit i dinaithe na

used mainly for ¢ or
assemblics.

This hillfort at Garrangren,
Tipperary is surrounded by a
ad external ditch,

hircann. Dbéadfadh go
mbeadfy rampar ambdin i
rormmne rampar, déanta as cloch
nd cré, ag tanpealli barr an
chmore. Nuare a blvionn diog
ann, bionn ¢ lasmuigh dex
bhanc cré. T irithe ag obair
thochailte gur rgadh cuid mbér
acu sa chéad dul sios sa Chré-
Umbaois Dbéanach (e. 1000
RC). Is léir gurls é an pobal,
seachas teaghlaigh, a bbaintf
tisdie asew, CF go bhféadfal go
raibly feidhun chosanta ag baint
feo, is dldichi go nrbaintf dsiid
astse go priomba do shearmanais
né fiondil




A more econol | and
effective way of making a fore
was 1o use a chif promontory
or small headland, where the
<liffs formed natural barners
on three sides and only the
neck of the promontory
required a rampart. As with
hillforts and ringforts
defences could be cither one or
more large stone walls or
carthen banks and ditches.
These monuments are
relatively common around the
coast especially where suitable
promontonies abound. Th
were used between the Lace
Bronze Age and the medieval
period and their r

incorporate the word Diin.

!J.w Dichashair o fwishmare, ru

y hts 2 massive drywrene
ing off the cliff-bound promentery
i derwven the cliff

The bnsge promsnsary fore
Dunbrastin, Co. Wnierford,
defemded by a bamk and fovse, thongh
both have been largely levelled, A
smuall subidinry promontory fort ci
e seen withhinn the main fors o the
iefe

Bhiadh s¢ ni ba shavire agus m"

Many Irish lakes have tiny
circular islands often covered
in trees. Many of these are
crannogs or man-made island
dwellings built in shallow
water using timber, ston
other marerial, These artificial
sslands were constructed from
the Bronze Age to the early
medieval peniod and the
surrounding water gave their
usually noble occupants a
measure of defence. They can
be productve sites for
archacological excavation
because the water preserves
organic matenal such as
and leather. Some cranno;
remained in use up to ¢
ary AD.

s and

nber

ba Gifeacheal diin a dbé

ag rinn aille né ag iomaire bmg,

mar a mbiodh ma hailfeacha
mar chose nidiirtha ar thri
thaobh. Ni raibl fe déanambh
ach rampar a chur ag mumedl
nma rime. Mar abamblaidh le
drin chnoie agns rdthanna, is
dared a bhi 1 geeist leis ma
cosainif nd balla mor eloiche
ambdim ué wios md, né baine
chrdagus dlloga. T
séacehontharihai mar seo
coitranta go leor thare ar an
godsea, go hdirithe mar a
mbionn fifollch reann
otrisinach ann. Bhaind sisdrd
astr idir an Chré-Usnhaois
Dilséanach agus na
mednaorseanna agus de ghudily
bignn an focal Diin mar chuid
ik e,

A crannog ar Kileorran Lough, Co,
Menaghan

A entinog ar Tullylongh, Co.

Rescommo

Bfonn oiledin bhideacha
ehiorelacha eliidanhe le crainn
gewid mbér locha in Eirinn. Is
eranniga 1ad, né diteanna
comaithe tdgtha de ldimb in
wisce daddoimbin le hadlmad,
clocha agus dbbarr cile. Thigral
na hoiledn blwéagacha seo idir
an Chré-Unhaois agus na
wmedmaoiseanma fuacha, Daoine
waisle a blivdl ina gednal fontu
agas thugadh an -uisce thart
timpeall orthi cosing éigin
eldibls de ghudth, Is ssefmb
mibaithe fad & thaobl na
seandsilaiochta de mar
caombuaionn wisee dbhar
argdnach costtil le hadlunad agus
lesitbiaiv. Bhi roinnt cranndg in
visdiel sveats go dbf an seachtd
Iraais déag AD.

feanure of many farms in the Insh
coantrysadk, ringforts or raths are roughly
circular areas, some 25 to 30 metres across,
definod by an carthen bank and ctemal
ditch or, in some cases, by 2 wide stone
wall. They would have endlosed the howse
and ocher buildings of a lord or strong
Farmser wn the early medioal penod (.
5001100 ADY). The earthen nngforts
would have been made moee defemave by
havang a timber palisade on top of the
bank and a strong nmber gate and would
mostly have had pest-and-wartle or timber
structures wichin, Careful aschacological
excavation has often recovered the remains
of ssch srucrures, In recent centunes these
Freqpaenily troe-covered circles were not
touched bevause they were regarded as the
abode of the faiics.

T rithammea le fil g mbuaith
‘é:rm!.a.ﬁz f.ﬁm\;b‘wu hireann. Té oruch

_pf a’mg e
hall Fathm clovche thart timpeall v,
Bhiodtcsch g i e o
Jeirmevna mibdir Liistigh ol
mednaosednnd fuach fe. 500-1100 AD).
Dhéiadfai v nithanna evé s s of
patls adlmad & char ag bare an it chré
m'm’ iy

nd‘w:.-m‘mm;a&# -g-"&'m rhﬁu i
Go mrwic, kagtar ar iarmat na strachiir 500
i thochharly chiramach seandileiochee, Sna
hasisenres deireanschs nior Baneadh de ns
] se0  biaren clicatebe Je enirnn rear
chreidi gur dit chdmaiche ma siog b ea ied

The Irsh countryside abounds
in tales of underground
passages. The likely inspiration
for most of these tles is the
souterrain. These underground
passages, mostly formed of

dry-stone walls with lintels led
mto corbelled stone chambe:
They were used for refuge
dunng raids and possibly also
for storage in carly medieval
times. They often occur under
nngforts and new examples
wrn up every year duri
ploughing and other ground
disturbance actvities,

A sowterrain at Benagh, Co. Lowrh,

Tit an iliomad pasdisti faoin
talanth lwaste i seéalaiocht
thaaithe na b ireann. Js cosiil
gur waimbeanna talin a spreag
na scéalta sin, b pasdised faoin
talandly iad déanta de bballaf
cloiche tirinte le lindéir agns
théidis wsteach i seomral claiche
coirbéalta. Chuathas i bffalach
ionty le finn ionsaithe agus is
[feidir gur seommi stérais ab ea
dad sna mednaviseanna lnatha.
Bionn siad le fiil go nenic faot
diiin fhdinneaehn agrs bitear
ag reacht ar chinn ma gach
bliain agus treabbadly agus
guiombaiochtal eile fuoi
thalandly ar sidl

1t Churches

ecel ical er

Ircland has a greater number of
ruined medieval churches
relanve to its size than any

other co in Europe. Most

of these w
and are in walled graveyards in
Lacal Authority care b
are on farmland. The origins of
many of these establishments

go back to the carly rics

in Ireland when

parish churches

Some

of Christianiry

they were uwaﬁy surrounded
, which

by large enclosurc
contained a seulement
(sometimes monastic) as well
as the church or churches. The

\zu-h- of maps :md acrial
1

The ruined mediesal paridh church at
Kilwmolarh, Co. Wieterford, sith jts
ding graveyard.

1 geompardid le tioreha edde na

harpa, td an lior coibfmeasta

is mié forhracha de shéipéil ¢ ma
fineinis in Eirinn,

photography has freq
:slumf\‘(! the oudines of these
enclosures, with the surviving
graveyard forn
segment.

g only a small

Séipéil phardisie a bl sa chuid
i il acw ard lonnasthe § reilig
Je ballai tharr orthu agus aui
Jeaoi chiiram ma nUdards Aieviiil,
ach i erid acw soive §
bpdirceanna. Bunaiodh go leor
dle ma hditeanna seo sa tréimbe
is lwaithe a bbi an Chriostafocht
in Eirinn. Ag an am sin, bhi
clai nd falla mdr thart ereh
agus chomb manh leis an séipdal
nd na séipéil, bliodh cincil de
bhaile beag Lristigh agus
awmanta, nanaigh a bhiodh ina
gednal iontw. Léirionn staidéar
ar mbapaf agus ar
ghrianghrafanna tgrha én acr
fnline na rdthanna sin. Ni
bhiom § geeist leis an reilig atd
sagtha sddn ach cuid bheag
diobl,



Some of the carliest castles buily
by the Anglo-Normans i
late rwelfth century were made
of timber and many of these
were motte-and-bailey castles.
The motre, a large flac-topped
carthen mound, would originally
have had'a strong wooden tower
and a timber palisade around the
cdge of the wop. There is often

evidence of a lower defended

the

enclosure aveached o the mote,
and this is known as a bailey. In
«certain areas, Anglo-Norman
settlers constructed recrangular
moated sites to enclose their
houses and ourbuildings. The
ditch or fosse is wide and flac-
bottomed and often formerly
contained water for added
defence. Some moated sites in
Connacht were buile by Gaelic
lords around 1300 AD.

and moaced s

The impressive mste and bailey at
Kinackgraffon, Co. Tigpemary

B na caisledin ba thiiisce a

thdg ma hAngla-Ne L

16 Cascles

The concept of building castles
was introduced to Ireland by
the Anglo-Normans in the late
vwelfth century and most of
our (‘.I{I)' stone Ciﬁllc.‘ were
built berween then and 1300
AD. These castles took a
vanety of forms and shapes. A
smaller version, called the hall-
¢, developed duning the
thirecenth century and may
have played a pare in the
development of the ubi

tower house, a late Insh
Ty

Hous

of the castle.

o déanach sa dara baois déag
déanta o aellimnad agus caisledin
mahéita agus blwiblsin ab ex cuid
mihdr acre. Sa chéaed dul sios
Ubsiaedly siir Lirdlir adbmmard agus
pailis adbwsaid thare ar imeall
bbarr an mbdta, carn ndr ové e
barr cothrom. Is minic a bhfonn
Sfianasse ann go mbiodl imfhifi
iseal cosanta ceangailte leis an
midta. Bibbiin a chugear ai. [
geeantair diriche, ithig na
lannaitheoiri Angla-
Norntannacha liithreacha
dronuilleagacha mdtaithe chun
a dithe srl a fftli. Td an
el s s bav oo
air agus bhiodl wisce istigh ann
a thug cosaint sa blreis. Tiarnaf
Gaelacha a thig cuid de na
ldithreacha mébtaithe ¢
gComnachia thare ar 1300 AD.

These were built by lords and
wealthy tenants of both Gaclie
and Anglo-Norman stock in
the fifteenth and sixteenth
centuries.

A rorwer honse ar Rockstorem, Co.

Limerick with tmaces of a pear-shaped
ke

enclorure or baun around it

The hall-house as Moplough, Co.
I\

Galwy. This hall-bawse was builk s00n
afier the Anglo-Novman congues of

Cann n el 12305,

Bine ma ilngla-Normasnaigh
a thosaigh ag 1dgdil caisledn in
Eirinn go déamach s dara haoss
déag agus tigedh an chuid is mé
didr geausledin chlviche ba
thivsee ielir sin agus 1300 AD.
Bhi dagsiilachs mbinkal agus
chruthanna ar na caisledin sin.
Forbrufodl leagan nios li diobh,
ar a digtar an teach hatla, le
linn an trivi haors déag. Is coniil
o rashl baint aige le forbair
an tiivehi chaitiamta a bl nar
Shorbaire dhéanach Eireannach
ar an goisledn, Toarnal agus
tiondntai saibe de binmaddh
Gaelach agus Angla-
Normanmach a thigadl 1ad s
chitiigni haoss déag agus sa séi
haots déag.

field ar Bl

Parts of the Insh countryside,
that have not been subjecred 0
mtensive tillage, can retain
clear evidence of ancient fields
and sextlements in the form of
carthworks or remains of walls.
Sometimes deserted medieval
villages or even towns can still
be traced on the ground.
Where such features have been
levelled and the ground is
under tillage, levelled
enclosures, ancient fields,
ringbarrows and other features
can show up as cropmarks in
aerial photographs. These show
up well in cercal crops, where

the subsurface archacological
features cause differences i the
colour of the crop as 1t ripens
and thus betray the existence
of often long-levelled
archacological monuments.

Cropma

(Phote:

Newsoun Jerpoint, Co. Killemny
wits mappedd oy she Ordrance Survey
in 1839

1 geodanna de thuaithe wa
hEireann nach bhfiuil an talamh
aibrithe go dian, td fianaise
shoiléir de phdirceanma agus
lommaiochiai drsa le feicedif i
bifairn chréthdgdlacha né
sarsmeai ballad. Anvanta is fEidiv
rian srdidbharlie né bailre
tréigthe d na mednasiseanma a
Sheicedil ar an talamb. Ai a
bhfif farsmai mar sin
corhromaithe agns a bhfudd
talanl curifochia ann, bionun
rimpeallurthe cothramaithe,
pifrrcednna drsa, sulad fiinneacha
agus guéithe eile le feicedil «
ngrianghrafanma aeir mar
bharrachontharthai, Biomn siad
le feicedil go soiléir § mbarrai
arblair mar cruthafonn na
Inarsmmal seandidlatochea faoin
dromchla davhanna difriila san
arbhar de ré

mar a théann s

1n msbioche. Tiegann sé sin le fios
go bhfuil séadchombarihai
seandilatochta ann a
cothromatodls s bl & shin.

})(I[U o '|.‘1|)!1 ouT WhAT MONUMENTS ARC N
LOUr ARCA

There are three mamn official sources of information on what
monuments are in the country, based on the work of the
Archaeological Survey of Ircland, Department of the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government,

1) The Record of Monu i Places (RMP). This consists of
large-scale maps with the location of all known sites and
monuments shown and an accompanying hist, which gives further
mformation on locaton and classificauon. All monuments, thus
recorded, are protected under the 1994 National Mor
(Amendment) Act. This should be available

nents

your county

2) The published Archacological I A full list of
published inventones can be found on the Deparement of the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government's website

rvice wel

www.environ.te or on The Navonal Monu

w.archacology.ie under publications.

3} The Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) Archive. This holds
original field reports and other records on all sives and

monuments in the country and can be consulted by appomnment.

Oxher sources

Detailed survey volumes have been published for County Louth
by the Archacological Survey of Ireland and for County Donegal,
e and Iveragh peninsulas, Co. Kerry and other smaller
areas by other groups. These contain more dewiled descrpuions of
the monuments than in the inventories and also plans and
sections of selected monum Recent text books on Irish
archacology give 2 more complete picture of our present state of

knowledge.

the Din

Ordnance survey maps, mcluding the 1:50,000 Discovery Seres,

show many monuments and many local history publications
further details and histoncal information on certain

ents themselves

ments. The primary sources are the mon
and our und Ii ly changing and
developing based on the results of archacological excavanions and
research.

of them 15 ¢

Medieval

Branze Age

(late steneage)




